
… 5 …

Table of contents
 

Foreword . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

About the authors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1 Compulsory school attendance means:  

ALL children must attend school in Germany. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

2 ALL parents can help their children before they start school and  

while they are going to school. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

3 It is simply not enough to ind a good school. 

It is also the responsibility of parents to educate their children. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

4 Even experts have a hard time making our school system easy to understand. .18

5 Both disabled and non-disabled children can learn together. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

6 Any language your child speaks is a jewel! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

7 There is a middle ground between silence and grumbling:  

Talk to your child’s teacher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

8 Parents can do more than just sell cakes! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

9 Parents have many rights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

10 Parents also have obligations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

11 Report cards and marks/grades are like traic lights:  

You must take their signals seriously. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

12 It is not only about marks/grades. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

13 Career and vocational education and training, university, or a work-study  

degree programme (duales Studium)? They are all equally good!  

Let your child decide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

14 Made in Germany: The whole world envies us because of our integrated  

system of career and vocational education and training (duale Ausbildung). . . . 58

15 My child will go to university. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

16 There are more options after secondary school than some parents think. . . . 66

17 Every child has strengths and weaknesses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

18 In this world, parents are simply irreplaceable, especially when it comes  

to choosing a profession. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

19 ALL parents can help their child with applications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

20 Today the application process is almost like an audition! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

Imprint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86


